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English translation on page 5

NABO

Zazpiak Bat

Aita Lastiri
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Franxoa Bidaurreta

The last salutation to Aita Martxel Tillous from the Basques of the Western
States .

Tuesday, the news spread out quickly among the Basques that Aita Martxel ,
the priest of the Basques of America ascended to heaven. That news shook
us like an earthquake, to know that we would not see the priest we loved so
much anymore on this earth.

For 14 years, Aita Martxel did a lot of work among us. He traveled to 11
states, the roads are long here. He used to travel for thousands of kilome-
ters , many times by night, one day to a picnic, next from there he would far
away sometimes for a funeral. Whenever there was a gathering, Aita Martxel
was always there with his soft and soothing words, no matter if he was with
children, older people, youth or middle aged people, he was

always at ease and he brought peace to all.

He always did his work with big importance starting in April to the end of Oc-
tober, almost every weekend, he celebrated mass in different places on picnic
days. Again the Easter and Christmas masses were celebrated in different
places , everything in Basque and very well prepared with the most beautiful
Basque songs, and then in between, some christenings, weddings, funerals
and others...

Besides, how much more work did he not do for the Basque culture; he was
an avid txistu player and singer and he loved to teach them to others. This is
how he taught at Udaleku (NABO youth camp). Martxel always said that you
have to share with others the gift that God gave you . Yes for sure Aita, you
did that great.

Twelve years ago, he started a small newsletter called Lokarria (link), that he
sent twice a year to thousands of Basques to all corners of America, in which
he gave news of all the Basques' births, weddings, deaths or other. He did
other things without ever thinking of himself, he was only thinking of helping
others. Yes, for sure, you have been our link. We feel blessed that you had
accepted to work among us.

We'll see you high up in heaven.

Thank you very much Aita Martxel from America

Translated by Mayte Ocafrain
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Mayte Ocafrain

[This was read at Aita Tillous’s funeral Mass, which took place on April 3, 2009 in his
home town of Eskiula (Xiberoa).]

Martxel in America

Aita Martxel, It's been 14 years since you came to the United States of Amer-
ica. We met you for the first time at the Kantari Eguna in Gardnerville. You
were the priest who spent the most years among us, and you never stopped
after you arrived.
You drove about 60,000 miles a year, from one mountain to another, through
all kinds of roads, spending about 100 nights in Pottoka, your car and com-
panion. Neither darkness, storm, rain, snow, nor anything else, could have
stopped you.
You would go from the borders of Canada to the borders of Mexico to perform
a wedding or a baptism or a funeral, also to visit the sick or for a picnic mass
or any other occasion. You weren't afraid to get up and leave at two o'clock in
the morning and if you felt sleepy while driving you stopped to take a short
nap. You did not know how to say no. So many times, we were worried for
you. Fortunately, you had a guardian angel beside you.
You knew how to satisfy the Basques and non Basques alike by projecting on
the screen your sermons, Basque songs and readings in English for everyone
to understand.
You were involved with the Choir Elgarrekin of San Francisco, Kantari Eguna
and Udaleku . How many youngsters have learned with you to play Txixtu,
and to sing and dance?
We received news about the rest of the Basque community thanks to the
newsletter Lokarria you mailed to 4500 families. How many more things did
you do for us?
How many visitors from the Basque County, including dance performers, pilo-
taris, singers and musicians, did you drive all around in your faithful Pottoka?
You were the priest for everyone, a distinguished priest, yet simple and easy
to talk to, lovable, and very helpful. You were one of us, a happy priest. We
loved you.
Over a year ago, when we found out you had a terminal iliness, we prayed a
lot for you, but God took you back to His happiness sooner than when we
wanted Him to...

We will not forget you. Thank you Aita Martxel, until we meet again.

Mayte Ocafrain
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